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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )

)

Amendment of Part 97 of the Commission�s )

Amateur Radio Service Rules to Eliminate ) RM - 10786

Morse Code Proficiency Testing Requirements )

For All Classes of Amateur Licenses )

)

To: The Commission )

Comments Of  Kevin Michael Hurst  KG4MUV

I am in favor of the above referenced amendment for removing Morse code requirements for
operation in the HF amateur radio bands as now required by the FCC. The  antiquated requirement
for requiring Morse code does not follow any reasoning for being necessary  as that there is no
government or commercial use of the code. Morse code is no longer needed for emergency
communication due to the rise of technology that is faster,  more accurate and requires as little if not
less power in the form of digital communications.

The ITU announced the elimination of the code requirement  as no longer required for HF licensing.
This licensing requirement for code by the FCC was given as a reason for the FCC to  continue with
the part 97 rules requiring Morse code testing. Many nations whom follow the guidelines of the ITU
have already removed the code requirements for amateur operation, notably United Kingdom,
Ireland, Belgium, The Netherlands and Norway.

The Morse code requirements have been a burden to keeping the basis and purposes of Amateur
Radio Service as an emergency form of communication. The code requirement has been a barrier to
the advancement and interest of qualified persons to continue to improve the  science and art of radio
communication.

The FCC has the authority to eliminate the Morse code proficiency by amending the Part 97 rules by
expedited order without formal notice.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Michael Hurst  KG4MUV
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